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Module Aims

The aim of this module is to enable students to engage in a small-scale work-based research
project at level seven. Students will be able to demonstrate a deep level of understanding
of the philosophical roots of research by arguing a coherent research design for their chosen
research project. The research will inform the student of the existing body of knowledge
related to a work-based research question by conducting a critical review of current relevant
literature using a range of professional and academic texts. Students will gain practical
experience of the research processes and will have the opportunity to demonstrate their
ability to do so using an ethical approach and an appropriate research methodology. This
module forms a key element of preparing students for the stage two dissertation module.

Intended Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
KS1 KS3
Critically appraise the relationships between theory and
1 | practice by undertaking a small-scale, work-based KS6 KS9
research project within the field of the social sciences.
KS4 KS6
Obtain, interpret and critically evaluate academic texts of
2 | various kinds, including books, journals, internet sources KS9 KS10
and professional publications.
KS3 KS6
Critically examine the relative merits of various approaches
3 | to research design together with the philosophies, concepts KS9
and theories that underpin them.
KS1 KS2
4 Critically exar_nine and app_ly concepts of ethics in relation to [ ksg KS7
research design and practice.
Collect, analyse and critically evaluate research data. KS1 KS4
KS5 KS6
KS9 KS10
5
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Transferable skills and other attributes

Manage own learning in relation to professional practice and standards;

Develop a rigorous approach to own study and research skills;

Plan and deliver projects within a specified period of time;

Use new technologies to access and review academic and professional sources;
Use new technologies to analyse and interpret complex sets of data;
Communicate with a range of stakeholders to carry out ethically-based research.

Derogations

All elements of all assessments must be passed with a grade of at least 40%. There is no
compensation.

Please note that this derogation only applies to the MA Youth and Community Work (JNC)
and MA Youth and Community Studies programmes.

Indicative assessment:

The assessment, a small-scale research project is comprised of two parts:

Part 1 3000 words

The student will identify a research question and analyse the key issues through a critical
review of the literature and a methodological justification.

Part 2 3000 words
The student will, using the defined research methods, implement, analyse and evaluate
the research project in relation to their own work-based practice.

Learning I : Word count
Assessment Weighting Duration ) .
number Outcomesto | Type of assessment (%) (if exam) (or equivalent if
be met appropriate)
1 1,2 3,4,5 | Essay 100 N/A 6,000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

The module will be delivered using an interactive, reflective approach drawing upon the
experiences of the participants. The strategies to be adopted will include tutor directed
sessions, workshops, investigations, seminars and supported self-study based on learners’
own research. Peer learning and peer review are important aspects of this module. The
use of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is also encouraged through interactive
lectures, activities, forums and discussion groups. This is a work-based learning module
during which learners will be engaging with an extensive range of appropriate literature in
order to critically evaluate practice during their research project.
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Syllabus outline:

* Relationships between philosophy, theory and practice in undertaking
research;

* Major sources of knowledge;

» Deciding upon a research question;

* Undertaking a critical review of literature;

« Approaches to research (for example quantitative and qualitative methods;
the traditional deductive model; the survey model; the case study; action
research; ethnography);

« Consents and permissions;

* Analysing research data;

» Ethical issues which may arise in undertaking research; O Undertaking
a small-scale action research project;

* Introduction to phase two MA dissertation module.
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